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Athletics adjust to unprecedented spring season 


a | By Madison Heiser tennis, men’s 
{ Editor-in-Chief and women’s 
; | golf and football. poe 
er National Junior Several TJC possible. 
; ye College Athletic coaches shared their Because 
. Association thoughts about the changes, of the close- 
, guidelines, all Tyler many of which have never been seu rye menienial ate of 
Junior College close- experienced by fall sports teams. arama! athletics, TJ C’s ae have 
] contact athletics were “Thankfully, we have started playing adjusted their practices and interaction to 
moved from the fall games and we are very appreciative of Prevent the spread of COVED: 29. When 
| 2020 semester to the opportunity, ’ said Mike Marquis, discussing the women's fee Ne Sine 
| the spring 2021 head men's basketball coach. “We realize | Head Coach Corey Rose said, “They 
} semester. Although we are representing TJC and understand have adapted Ae daily temperature checks 
/ these programs that change is constant. Opportunity is and social distancing, having masks at 
| were active in the our motivation.” all times during training. They have also 
fall, participating Many of TJC’s athletics teams began bought into the idea of team/ season 
in practices and their seasons in January and February, _ first pike hanging out with Ss not 
scrimmage games, but others such as soccer and football © _—«-associated with the program. 
their regular season do not begin playing scheduled games Women's Basketball Head Coach 
games and practices until April. However, these teams are still Trenia Hoard discussed how she keeps 
are scheduled for the holding regular practices to prepare for her athletes motivated in the midst of a 
coming months. their games. tumultuous season. 
J The NJCAA made the “If anything, going through such “Lots of prayer and consistency,” Hoard 
‘| decision to cancel fall sports an odd time can bring us together said. “I preach sacrificing what we want 
ay due to concerns regarding even closer if we handle the situation now for what we want more.” 
COVID-19. Close-contact sports __ correctly,” said Men’s and Women’s : 
ae . that have been moved to the spring Tennis Coach Dash Connell. Marquis To view the complete schedule for 
include men’s and women’s basketball, added the teams “have tried to follow the | all JC spring athletics, including 
Photos by Cassidy Winnborn men’s and women's soccer, baseball, tules of society, the federal government, scrimmages and regular Season FamMes, 
| Graphics by Madison Heiser softball, volleyball, men’s and women’s the city of Tyler and TJC as best as visit apacheathletics.com. 
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| GameStop craziness messes English professor composes 
| with stock market news joyful novels, inspires 


a a oe students to do the same 


By Jessica King as she was seeking her bachelor’s degree 
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Robinhood allowing trading again. 


By Chris Crymes 
Entertainment Editor 
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‘The average American has often been 
barred from the stock market. After the 2008 
housing crisis and stock bomb, many have 
steered themselves away from even educating 
themselves on the matters of the market. 
But with even more people quarantined 
indoors during the ongoing pandemic, armed 
ne a ese from th eae fe forum: / 
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This graph represents the rise and fall of the Poetic tee stocks. It is still falling despite 


online in their free time. 

First, a brief catch up. According to their 
earnings report, Grapevine, Texas-based video 
game retailer GameStop reported in early 
December 2020 that their net sales dropped 
by more than 30%, resulting in a $63 million 
operating loss in the third quarter of 2020. This 
dropped GameStop’s stock to just above $13 a 
share on Dec. 9 

On Jan. 11, GameStop announced 
the appointment of three new directors, 
including Ryan Cohen, founder of online 
__ GameStop continued on Page 3 


Staff Writer 


Traci Borum, English professor at 
Tyler Junior College and women’s 
fiction author, encourages many students 
to dive deeper into their creative 
calling as writers and poets through 
_ her Composition 1 and 2 and Creative 
Writing courses. 

“T already had a creative writing 
passion on my own as a writer, but 
then I took a couple of creative writing 
classes,” Borum said, recalling her 
motivation as a professor. “I think what 
happened is that those experiences 
being a student help feed the passion 
to teach other people. I had been so 
wonderfully fed by teachers and writers 
that I wanted to give back and turn 
around and do the same thing for oe 
aspiring writers.” 

Borum has taught English at TJC 
for 19 years, beginning in 2002 as an 
adjunct professor, then starting in 2004 
full-time teaching Composition 1 and 
2. Later, in 2006, Borum asked her | 
supervisor if she could teach a creative 
writing course. 

“He was just so welcoming and 
said absolutely, and just handed me 
the course, and I was able to design it 
myself, and order the textbooks and 
that has been a really lovely experience,” 
Borum said, and she has been teaching 
creative writing ever since. 

Borum’s passion for teaching sparked 


ee ee ee 


at Angelo State University. 

“T knew that I loved English. I was 
pretty good at it. I loved writing. I 
was a reader. | knew I wanted to do 
something in that field, and I have 11 
teachers on one side of my family, so I 
don’t know if it’s in the genes, but yeah, 
that probably influenced me to just 
have so many influential teachers in my 
family that I respected.” 

On her time off from educating young 
minds, Borum is a published women’s 
fiction author. She has released six 
novels, each novel is a part of two series: 
“Love Starts Here (Morgan's Grove),” 


Professor continued on Page 3 


Photo courtesy of Traci Borum 
Professor Traci Borum offers advice 
and support for student writers. Her 
passion for writing from childhood 
affects her to this day. 
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Inside the center, the original statued mural of muses has been worked into the new Photos by 


The new 


lobby. This is one of several aspects of the original theatre worked into the new design. Andi Valdez 


TC Alumni 


Association : 
restructures spring 
events due to 


COVID-19 


By Michael Bald 
Managing and Design Editor 


The Tyler Junior College Alumni Association is restructuring its 
events for the 2021 spring semester. 

Due to the outbreak of COVD-19 last spring, the Alumni 
Association has had to reorganize events for alumni activities 
at TJC. The Alumni Association has been looking at rules and 
regulations so they can organize safer events. 

“The Alumni Association's focus has been reviewing the 
organization's bylaws to ensure the document best reflects the 
intent of the organization and the working structure of the 
Alumni Association within the framework of the college,” Amy 
Cunningham, a member of the Alumni Board of Directors, said. “In 
addition to this project, we've done our best to continue to promote 
student engagement. For example, being involved in the TJC Virtual 
Spirit week in October 2020.” 

The Alumni Association has used Zoom for their meetings in 
discussing further plans. 

“We've continued to meet via Zoom and continue work on 
our projects and stay updated on-campus events, including 
the Performing Arts Campaign,” Cunningham said. “It's been 
challenging to connect during the pandemic.” 

With the cancellation of events in the 2020 spring semester, the 
Alumni Association has been working to reschedule those. 

“We had to cancel planned 2020 alumni events, including a 50th 
anniversary celebration for Dental Hygiene, our biannual Sports 
Circle of Honor event and all of the in-person fall Homecoming 
activities, including the annual Alumni Awards Dinner,” Susan 
Farrington, TJC director of alumni relations, said. “We are in the 
process of trying to reschedule those and other new alumni events in 
2021. We have not released that schedule because it is still in review 
as are all or most public events.” 

» While the Alumni Association Board of Directors discusses plans 
for the future, they are waiting for more information before putting 
plans on the calendar. 

“The coronavirus pandemic is still generating concerns and 
requirements relative to in-person social gatherings,” Farrington said. 

The Alumni Association has been reaching out to past students 
in order to keep them in the loop of events. 

“I think we're on the road toward keeping more recent former- 
students better plugged-into the affairs at TJC, However, the task 
of locating and re-connecting with past students from the previous 
50 years is a much steeper hill to climb,” Doc Deason, TJC Alumni 
Board member, said. “College-aged kids are very transient. And, 
TJC normally catches many of them on the front end of their 

journey, which is even more of a challenge if you hope to keep up 
with those former-students. Thankfully, nowadays we have the help 
of social media, which can cast a large net.” 
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Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center sports new signage along with a comp 
renovated interior, exterior, rehearsal studios and much more. The rebuild began April 2018 


and cost over $7.5 million, according to a May 2020 announcement from TJC. 


A statement etched into the exterior of the new 
performing arts center stresses the importance of 
the arts to all passersby. 

Be sure to check out the full photo gallery at 
thedrumbeat.com. 
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We're Collecting: 
Toothpaste/Toothbrushes 
Bar Soap : 
Kleenex 
Brushes/Combs 
Lotion 

Dental Floss 
Shaving Cream > : 
Shampoo/Conditioner 
Hand Sanitizer 
Disposable Razors | \ 
Feminine Products 

Towels 

Men's/Women's Underwear 
Women's Sports Bras 


caysiuanccilesia 
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‘Honors Lounge, RSC 
Library, Front Desk | 
Wise Cultural Arts, Lobby 

Jenkins Dean's Office, J-155 
Phi Theta Kappa, Pirtle 220 
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Physical Education Center at Tyler Junior 
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ollege will continue to hold closures in 


place for the remainder of COVID-19. 


Heath Stoner, director of the OHPE, 


- commented on the procedures that are Pere 
implemented and upheld throughout the | 
_ semester. 


“This spring will follow exactly what was 
Saeed last fall. There are still academic 
courses offered in the OHPE as well as the 
Dance Academy,” Stoner said. 3 

Dr. Tim Drain, associate vice provost for 


student affairs, spoke about how the building 


was used last semester. 

“The building was still used for academic 
classes, Dance Academy and ‘intramurals. 
It was also used by the Apache Band and 
Apache Belles,” Drain said. 

The OHPE hoped to reach certain goals 


by shutting down the recreational side. “One 


of the main goals was to try to minimize 

the risks of spreading COVID in order to 
give our college the best odds to offer and 
retain as many face-to-face courses on our 


% out, including wees a trac 


_ need rehabilitation from an injury. 
Although many students could be 
displeased with the OHPE’s restrictions. 


on recreation, Stoner and the OHPE “did 


a lot of listening to our students,” Drain 


said. “Heath and his staff also tried to point 
students toward other opportunities that were 


available in student life and intramurals.” 
Carol Hutson, executive director of 


business services, spoke about the technical 


fees that go into the building. Free for 
students, the OHPE receives its funds 
from the Student Service Fee Advisory 
Committee, which “allocates the funds to 


various campus events and organizations,” 


Hutson said. 
According to Huston, none of TJC 


students’ tuition and fees are designated to 
specifically support or provide access to the 


OHPE. They are not specifically set aside 
for that because the OHPE is a general 


use building, along with others such as the 


Rogers Student Ce 


~ pool. Many of these areas and equiptment 
have been used for classes, but according to _ 
- Drain, the pool is only used when athletes 


; Photo by Victoria Deal 
The OHPE serves as a way to keep TJC’s students active, but in order to keep students safe, 
the gym has decided to keep recreation closed for the current spring semester. 


Celebrate Recovery offers oa open | GameStop: Stock baffles nation 
community for healing, hope 


Photo courtesy of friendlybaptist.org 


Friendly Baptist Church Celebrate Recovery ministry director, Shelby Chunn, presents her 


cardboard testimony at Friendly’s annual “Celebrate Recovery Sunddy” worship service: 


By Jessica King 
Staft Writer 


In a season of uncertainty and isolation 
due to COVID-19, many students are 
searching for a remedy. According to 
celebraterecovery.com, Celebrate Recovery 
is a Christ-centered recovery program, 
that began in 1991 at Saddleback Church 
in Saddleback, California, by John Baker. 
The program has expanded to over 30,000 
churches worldwide and is “geared toward 
a relationship with Christ and restoring 
whatever is broken or lost,” said Shelby 
Chunn, Celebrate Recovery ministry 
director at Friendly Baptist Church. 

According to Chunn, Celebrate Recovery 
is available for anyone seeking healing 
for any hurts, habits and hang-ups, such 
as overeating, divorce, grief and loss. In 
comparison, traditional recovery programs 
mainly focus on finding freedom from 
alcohol and drugs. 

Celebrate Recovery is “good for [college 
students] personally, but it’s also good later 
on in life just to have a basis of what not 
only the Lord says, but just an avenue to 
navigate through [life],” and “understand 
that circumstances happen whether that 
be a loss of a relationship, or a loss of a 
job, that there is healing and other ways to 
cope then turning to food, alcohol, drugs or 
internet,” Chunn said. 


Professor: Borum thanks parents for her writing 


Borum. “If it hadn’t been‘for that, I 
don't know that I would have become 
a writer,” Borum said. 

Borum’s mother is a soundboard for 


From Page 1 


“Meet You Under the Stars (Morgan's 
Grove)” and “Painting the Moon: 


brainstorm the book or prewrite or 
research, you know, during semesters 
lightly. But then I’m ready, usually in 


the summer to write that book, and 


Due to COVID-19, Celebrate Recovery 
offers an online recovery group connected 
with Saddleback Church through Facebook 
live teachings on the Celebrate Recovery 
Facebook page. Chunn said, there are 
three in-person recovery groups in Smith 
County. Students can get involved by 
visiting celebraterecovery.com, plugging in 


their zip code, and the website will connect . 


them to recoveries in their area. 


Celebrate Recovery has “changed the way | 


I look at myself and the things I struggle 
with and given me so much hope that 

I wont be struggling with this forever,” 
said Sidney Knight, Celebrate Recovery 
participant at Friendly Baptist Church 
and UT Tyler student. “It shifted my focus 
from the addiction and the pain, to what 
led to those issues and how Jesus loves us 
despite our problems.” 

Celebrate Recovery meets for the large 
group event every Tuesday at 7 p.m. at 
Friendly Baptist Church. “The group 
meetings help me to get a chance to talk 
about my problems and open up, as well as 
hear others’ problems so we can relate and 
know we.aren't alone,” Knight said. 

For more information about Celebrate 
Recovery, visit celebraterecovery.com or 
friendlybaptist.org for more details on 
how to get plugged in with the Celebrate 


Recovery group at Friendly Baptist 
Church. 


From Page 1 


retailer Chewy and No. 1 GameStop 
shareholder, and Alan Attal, Chewy’s former 
chief marketing officer who oversaw the 
company’s expansion from three to over 
10,000 employees. This announcement 
quickly started conversations on the 
aforementioned forum, r/wallstreetbets, 
leading some to make a preemptive jump to 
buy GameStop stock, surging the stock over 
50% at $31.40 a share just two days later on 
Jan.13. 

Jan. 19, stock short-seller Andrew Left’s 
firm Citron Research took to Twitter to 
punch down at the everyday person taking 
their shot at the stock market, calling them 


“suckers at this poker game.” Also saying, “We 


understand short interest better than you.” 

_ Citron also published a YouTube video 
highlighting reasons the GameStop stock 
will fall, which has since been taken down 
from the firm’s channel after the stock closed 
at just over $43 on Jan. 21. 

This was just one degree of the internet- 


wide back and forth taking place between the 


solo r/wallstreetbets investors and affluent 
hedge fund brokers. Less than a day later, 
fueled by becoming the hot button topic, the 
GameStop stock opened the day at $42.59 
per share and jumped another $20 to $65 by 
the end of the day. After weekend trading, 
the stock opened the morning of Jan. 25 at 
$96.73. 

By Jan. 26, venture capitalists Elon Musk 
and Chamath Palihapitiya had boarded 
the “GameStonk’ train, tweeting out their 


investments into the company’s stock to their 


millions deep Twitter followings. Assumedly, 
their followers followed them, sending the 
stock up almost 140% by market open Jan. 
27 at $354.83 per share. 

This giant leap was the knockout punch 
for most firms making a short-term gamble 
on the stock. One of which being Citron 
Research’s Citron Capital, who announced a 
100% loss after letting go of their burrowed 
GameStop stocks, held hoping the stock 
would quickly fall. 

After the loss, Citron’s Left said he had, 
“respect for the people on wallstreetbets and 
on Reddit message boards.” 

Another big loser in the GameStop debacle 
was Melvin Capital, who reported to The 
New York Times, had lost 53% of its portfolio 
valued at $12.5 billion. 


Said debacle took another unexpected turn 
on Jan. 28 when stock trading platforms like 
Robinhood began restricting hotly debated 
stocks including GameStop’s GME and 
AMC Theatres’ AMC, quoting deposit 
requirements as the reason for pulling the . 
stocks. This triggered both backlash for the 
companies doing so and a mass drop in the 
GME stock price, from $483 to just over 
$112 by the end of the day. 

By Jan. 29, the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission became involved. 

“The Commission is closely monitoring 
and evaluating the extreme price volatility 
of certain stocks’ trading prices over the 
next several days,” according to an issued 
sthtértlent. 8 RE ee sp 

‘They did not mention any stocks or 
platforms by name, but the Commission 
continues to say it “will act to protect retail 
investors when the facts demonstrate abusive 
or manipulative trading activity that is 
prohibited by the federal securities laws.” 

Even with this investigation and 
monitoring, it’s difficult to say if anything 
illegal was done. When interviewed by ABC 
News, Josh White, a former economist for 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 
had this to say on the matter of legality of 
internet trading. 

“Tn this case, it’s not clear that an internet 
chat room that says “Hey, we should all go 
buy this stock,’ is manipulation,” White said. 

By now, GME has fallen further with 
each passing day, at $59.13 per share as of 
Feb. 8. With the story dying back out, TJC 
economy professor Cullin Davis expressed 
some possible lessons to be learned from this 
situation. 

"Generally, the biggest takeaway is be 
careful with your investments," Davis said. "If 
someone is achieving returns that out pace the 
market, it is likely not stable." 

All this made January quite the action- 
packed month on the stock market. With the 
stocks GME and AMC falling by the day, it 
seems to be on to the next hot-ticket item for 
short-term investors. 

"The only way to beat the market is to 
either do something illegal, find a moment 
of irrationality among investors or get lucky 
and none of those things are expected to last 
a long time," Davis said. 


(Chilton Crosse)," “Finding the 
Rainbow,” “Seeking the Star” and 
“Savoring the Seasons.” Borum is 
currently writing the third novel in the 
Morgan's Grove series. 

“I am just the luckiest person in nthe 
world to have a profession, which is 
teaching, where I have had the choice 
of summers off and then extended 
kind of holiday, and I take advantage 
of that. So, every spare minute that I 
have off from teaching I’m writing,” 
Borum said. “I might occasionally 


that’s really how they get done. I don't 
know of any other job where I could 
kind of do both and feel like I'm giving 
my full attention to both.” 

Throughout her career balancing 


ee teaching and writing, Borum said 


“T’ve been incredibly supported by my 
family. And, my mother especially, she 
is a reader, and so she has really read, 
multiple times, all of my books.” 

Both of her parents, especially her 
mother, instilled a love for reading in - 
her at a very young age, according to 


Axe he ad 


her novels, and gives “gentle feedback” 
for her writing. 

“It also kind of creates a fun 
experience between the two of us, 
you know, talking about characters 
together where nobody else has read 
the book yet. She’s my biggest fan.” 

Borum’s best piece of advice for 
young aspiring authors and poets is to 
“keep writing and keep learning,” and 
“just read, read, read, read for the rest 
of your life.” 


Photo by Chris Crymes 


Hee many authors before her, Professor Traci Borum 
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ACROSS. 


tYourethe 
5. Horse color 

8. Interesting 
person, acr. 

11. *Feeling of the 
heart 

12. Nevada city 

13. City in Belgium 
15. Use a whisk 

16. Greek H's 

17. *Popular 
Valentine's Day 
delivery, pl. 

18. *"Love means 
never having to say 
youre sorry movie 
20. Ballpark calls 
21. Strong adhesive 
22. Greek letter N, 
pl. 

23. Lord's 
subordinate 

26. Given to 
drinking 

30. Ovine mom 

31. Old storage 
medium 

34. Fairy-tale 
beginning 

35. Politician Pelosi 


DOWN 

1. Cry like a baby 

2. Canyon sound 

3. Convict's weapon 
4. Conical dwellings 


37. Tokyo, once 
38. Bone hollows 2 
39. Sky bear 
40. Fitted with a — 
name tag, e.g. | 
42. "Ever" to a poet 
43, With more seeds | 
45. Attic { 
47. Summer 
sandwich? 

48. Fraternity letter 
50. Medieval 
headdress 

52. *Only day 

more popular than 
Valentine's for card 
giving 

56. Like blue sky 

57. Walk the Pacific 
Crest Trail, e.g. 

58. Samoan money 
59. *Dionysus pipe- 
playing companion 
60. Afhrm 

61. Give off 

62. Plays for pay 

63. *Color of 
Valentine's Day 


us 
athens 


64. *Lovers’ reunion” 


32. Infantry’s last 
row 

33. Roulette bet 
36. *Chocolatier, 


% Backed by aninieaa Standard’ s 140 years Ae 
experience 


pioneer of the heart- 
shaped box 

6. Opposite of binary 38.____ apple 

7. Like a gossipmon- 40. Risk something 
41. Between eggy 
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8. Exterminator's 
target 

9. Change for a five 
10. Part of T.G.LE 
12. Like an abridged 
classic 

13. Tiler's paste 

14. *"I Will Always 
Love You’ singer 

19. Stupefied 

22. Us, in Mexico 
23. *Cupid's mother 
24. In the know 

25. Common thing? 
26. Smoke plus fog 
27, Lay tO rest 

28. Rocks at moun- 
tain base 

29. *Symbol of Val- 
entine's Day 


and eggiest 

44. Feeling worse 
than before 

46. Gave away 

48. Thin piece 

49. Annoyed 

50. Russia's alterna- 
tive to caesar 

51. Aries or Taurus, 
e.g. 

52. Burn to a crisp 
53. MADD member, 
colloquially 

54. Climbed down, 
as from a carriage 
55. Fill beyond full 
56. Pharaoh's cobra 
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 


row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9. 
Crossword and Sudoku solutions 


will be online at thedrumbeat.« com. 
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‘Portrait of Tracy" 
Jaco Pastorius 


By Chris Crymes 


Entertainment Editor 


With Valentine’s Day quickly approaching, 
it’s high time some of us figured out our 
lovey-dovey plans for our significant partners, 
friends or ourselves. With the state of 
entertainment predominately taking place 
indoors, movies and shows have been in 
a permanent state of play. So, take a 
break from this one option with some 
classic, romantic ballads to get you up 
on your feet for a couple’s waltz or a 
freeing solo jam. 


If there is a stronger example of harmonics. 
musical romanticism out there, This perfectly emulates the 
I haven't heard it yet. “Portrait feelings of Pastorius for his wife, 
of Tracy” is an instrumental being so in love that he’s in a 
track that the late Jaco Pastorius _ lighter-than-air, dreamlike state. 
composed for his wife, the Sadly, the track is locked to the 
titular Tracy, but Pastorius wasnt landmark 1976 self-titled album, 
satisfied with the usual tones so you have to find the song 
brought by his immaculate uploaded to YouTube if you want 
jazz bass playing. As opposed to throw it on for a hauntingly 
to usually picking, plucking or romantic tone. Fret not, the 
slapping, Pastorius plays the rest of the tracks on this list are 
song almost entirely in natural readily available on Spotify. 


“One Hundred Ways’ 
Quincy Jones and James Ingram 


"Our 
Love (Will 
See Us 


I first discovered this song 
when rapper MF DOOM 
sample the synthesizer solo 
for his outstanding 1999 
track “Rhymes Like Dimes.” 
Released in 1981, “One 
Hundred Ways” fights against 
the typically chauvinist lyrics 
of many love songs made 
by men by telling lovers to 
perform those simple things 
they know their significant 
other loves. Honestly, the 


to countless grand lyrical 
gestures. No more immaculate 
trips or unimaginable gestures, 
this sorig’ asserts “if it’s violins 
she loves, let them play,” or to 
open up with your feelings, 
“If you need her so much 
more, why don't you say?” 

If you haven't figured out 

any Valentine’s ideas, find 

this track on Spotify and 

by the time you reach the 
aforementioned synth solo, 


lyrics came as a breath of fresh you'll find 100 ways. 
air after hours of listening 


Through)’ 
Nina 
Simone 


J rd GN i? Bis Gi 


PBA RIN 


Eom Put a Spell on You" to “My Baby Just Cares 
for Me,” there are a ton of songs from the untouchable 
Nina Simone that would make for a wonderful slow 
dance, but “Our Love” earns the most spins on the 
record player for me. As opposed to singing about the 
best times or what she'd do if this couple were together, 
Simone lovingly croons about love fighting through 
tough times. For couples out there who have faced 
their share of adversity together, a song like this can 
hit home and draw together for the dance they need 
at the time. Her complex, simultaneously gloomy and 
thunderous voice peaks at points in the time to soar to 
the heights that love can go. So, add this one to your 
Spotify for a classy, lounge singer vibe. 


"Love and 
Happiness’ 
Al Green 


For our last pick, join 
me on a trip back to 1972. 
Swinging guitar licks, fluid 
keys and bright, poppy horns 
make this track another 
effortlessly listenable one. 
Grooves aplenty, “Loye and 
Happiness” gives the listener 
nothing but a steady, 96 beats 
per minute jam essential for 
a Valentine's dance. 


"Bring It on Home to Me" 


Sam Cooke 


While the illustrious Cooke has a generally accepted 
date night classic with “(What A) Wonderful World,” 
I argue for Valentine’s Day, “Bring It on Home to Me” 
is the tonally perfect pick. While admittedly being a 
break-up song, Cooke’s ode hits all of the notes of a 
classic song of yearning with a rhythm and tone built 
for embraced swaying. Add Cooke’s flawlessly singable 
lyrics that seem to be designed to be carelessly belted 
for utmost enjoyment and you have a song to sing to 
your baby this Valentine’s Day. 


Graphics by Chris Crymes 


Review: ‘The Mandalorian" soars again with season two 


By Madison Heiser 
Editor-in-Chief 


by fans. “Chapter 1” started the season off with 

a bang, teasing the return of a beloved character 
from the original "Star Wars" movie trilogy in the 
episode’s final scene. : 

Throughout the rest of the season, Din Djarin 
enlists the help of a few returning characters, most 
notably Gina Carano’s fan-favorite stoic fighter 

Cara Dune. Perhaps one of the season's biggest 
successes was its reintroduction of Bill Burr’s 


Most “Star Wars” TV series have been met with 
mixed reception by audiences worldwide, but “The 
Mandalorian” has seen rave reviews from both fans 
and critics, which is not easily achieved in the "Star 
Wars" franchise. With “The Child” merchandise 
plastered around every pop culture store in the 


country, it’s safe to say the first season of the 
record-setting show blew viewers out of the water. 
‘That being said, expectations were high for the 
long-awaited second season, which premiered on 
Disney+ on Oct. 30, 2020 and concluded on Dec. 
18, 2020 with a dazzling finale. 

Each episode stands alone as a cinematic marvel. 
Impeccable setting and costuming place viewers 
ee bak into the of Star Wars that oe 


character Mayfeld, who played a redemptive role 
in “Chapter 15" that had fans rooting for his shift 
toward the right side of galactic history. Season 
two also introduces a string of characters from the 
animated “Star Wars: The Clone Wars” series who 
have never been portrayed in a live-action context, 
adding a new dimension to previously unexplored: — 
areas of the saga’s story. 


As a whole, this season brought an enticing new ’ a 
; ae to the characte # arcs statted 1 in ae first season 


Photo courtesy Disney+/Lucasfilm | 
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Photo by Ashley Wilkinson 
Tyler freshman Isabella Madone sketches on her class project in the 
art studio. Tyler freshmen Micah Cooper and Serena Robles were also 
working on their art pieces while being socially distanced. 


Due to COVID-19, the TJC Art 

Department has put plans on hold fon 
the annual Arts Festival, Art Club events, 
the 2021 Bell Tower Arts Journal release 
banquet, and guest artists’ workshops and 
demonstrations. However, Art Club still 
plans on hosting its spring semester ood 
drive in April. ba Se 

“The biggest impact of COVID- 19 on our. 
art department is the loss of community,” 
department chair Derrick White said. “Before 
COVID-19, we had weekly art club meetings 
[on Wednesdays]. Our art lobby was almost 
always occupied with students and faculty 
visiting, watching films and videos, playing 
video games or collaborating on a project. 
Now, in an effort to keep everyone safe, it is 
like a ghost town.” 

Almost all lecture art classes are being 
taught online. Studio art classes still meet 
face-to-face with limited seating but are 
combined with an online component. For 
example, some studio courses have split up 
access to the studio between their students. 

“Teaching has been challenging,” White 
said. “Art faculty and art students are 
flexible and adaptable. There have been 
many creative solutions to delivering 
content and instruction from discovering 
useful internet links to faculty creating 
original demonstration videos. ‘Ihe biggest 
challenge is keeping students engaged in 
order to succeed.” 

Only five students at a time are allowed 
in the art studio in order to maintain proper 
social distancing guidelines. 
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more calmed down for me. I don’t have that — 
much anxiety. But it’s kind of hard painting 
for hours when you're basically breathing font 


_ same air [in a mask].” 


On campus, students, faculty and ae 
are expected to wear a proper face covering 


(including a mask, bandana or neck gaiter) 
that covers the mouth, nose and chin in all 


public indoor spaces and outdoor spaces 
if social distancing guidelines cannot be 
maintained. Students were also required 
to complete COVID-19 training at the 
beginning of this semester. 

In the event that a student tests positive or 
is exposed to COVID-19, they must contact 
Dean of Students, Dr. Tam Nannen. 

“The effects of COVID are widespread 
and go beyond the health risks,” White 
said. “Students are dealing with an 
uncertain world right now with many 
extreme challenges. Many students in the 
art department are here for the therapeutic 
relief creating something brings." 

White says the art department will support 
its students throughout the uncertain times 
COVID-19 has brought. 

“Our positive energy is still here and 
students realize this,” White said. “We all 
know things are unusual and weird right 
now. We are taking the proper precautions 
to the best of our ability to get through these 
hard times safely. The ways we learn to cope 
and strive in these punishing conditions will 
undoubtedly manifest in the content of the 
artwork we create.” 


Sign language training program gives opportunity for students 
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By Brianna Murphy 


Contributing Writer 


Tyler Junior College’s Sign Language 
Department trains ASL interpreters 
through extensive education paths. 

“There is a huge need for interpreters, 
and it’s hard to keep up,” said Rhonda 
McKinzie, Sign Language Department 
chair at TJC. 

McKinzie has been interpreting 
professionally for over 41 years, and holds 
a master’s degree in counseling and a state 
board Master and Court Certification in 
Interpreting. 

The Sign Language Interpreter Training 
Program strives to provide education to 
fill the need for interpreters nationwide. 
The program was founded in 1995 and 
continues to spread education toward sign 
language learning opportunities as well as 
community education 

Degree plans include an Associate of 
Applied Science in interpreting and ASL 
skills certificate. 
is designed to be taken in person, with 


Ad ditionally, education 


outreach available for students. McKinzie 


explained the course uses Sans Sony Soloist, 


(a language learning software) along with a 
variety of supplemental outside work. 
Coursework includes a variety of essential 
skillsets, such as AL levels 1-5, Deaf 
culture, visual gestural communication, 
fingerspelling and interpreting methods. 
Although, “it’s important to know it can 
take up to five years to become fluent,” 
McKinzie said. “We take our role preparing 


interpreters very seriously to accommodate 
the needs of the Deaf community.” 

Besides education, the students work with 
other programs on campus, get involved 
in community service for local nonprofits 
providing services for people who are 


deaf and social activities in the Deaf and _ 


interpreting commnnunity. Kpache Signers GAB Re: 
perform songs, plays and programs in ASL, 


such as at Mistletoe and Magic and Tim 


Tebow’s “Night to Shine,” a prom for people 


with special needs. 

Labs and classes take place in the Pirtle 
Technology Building, Rooms T1106 and 
T108. Scott Whitney, ASL professor at 
TJC, said “students can access Canvas 
course materials, view videos and record 
videos.” TJC offers many online resources 
to students, including SignSchool, SignOn 
Connect, and ASL. “These are only 


supplemental to enhance their learning. 


Best practice is small class sizes face to face 


and immersion. Online work is reinforcing 
what is learned in class. We use a special 
software and server to record and grade 
student’s work and provide peer and self- 
” McKinzie said. 

Those pursuing health care, legal and 
other careers may benefit from learning 
sign language. 


evaluations, 


“When one gains more skills in 
interpreting focusing on an area they 
are passionate and become qualified and 
certified in that area, they can either 


interpret in that area or have conversational 


ASL skills to bridge the communication 
gap,’ McKinzie said. 


To become state certified, students must 
have an associate degree, and a national 
certification requires a bachelor’s degree in 
any field. Regardless, the high demand for 
interpreters in the field can be applied to 
many areas of study. Students can earn their 


iinet ASL S Skills Certificate (conversational ASL)... 


other related fields. 


Other reasons for pursuing a sign 
language interpreting degree root from 


personal fulfillment. 


“Some students desire nothing other than 
to become an interpreter — filling that role 
that bridges the communication barrier 
between the hearing world and the Deaf 


world,” Whitney said. 


The educated awareness of ‘sign language 
and the Deaf community can help end the - 
stigma associated with being deaf, 

“People see that deaf people can't hear 
and they tend to overgeneralize that to 
intellectual abilities as well,” Whitney 
said. “Deaf individuals have high levels 
of intelligence, but they are blocked from 
full participation by societal barriers and 


ATeenEnA degree 1 in Deaf education or 


communication challenges.” 
The definition of deaf can be stigmatized 


a well, with many false generalizations made 
toward the Deaf community. “Deaf is just a 
physical label of someone who cannot hear,” 
McKinzie said. “We also do not use the 
word hearing impaired as it’s an insult.” 
The Sign Language Department aims to 
provide education, awareness, and support 
to the Deaf and surrounding communities 
to promote understanding. 


The Sign Language Department i 
is located on the first floor of ; 
the Pirtle Technology Building. 

For those interested in TJC’s Sign 

Language Interpreting program, 
email McKinzie at rmck@tjc.edu f 
or visit tic.edu /signlanguage. 
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Tyler Junior College hosting multiple events for student body 


Vice President: Juan Lesser conducts a Student Si he meeting on Feb 


Photo by Michael Bald 


4. He listens to students and event organizers spedk about Tyler Junior 


College’s issues. 


By Michael Bald 
Managing Editor and 
Design Editor 


At the Tyler Junior College 
Student Senate meeting, 
members announced the 
various activities and events 
taking place throughout the 
spring semester. 

All events will have 
COVID-19 policies in effect, 
such as wearing masks, social 
distancing, keeping group 
gatherings under 25 and using 
hand sanitizer often. 

An Elections Committee 
will be held from 3 to 4 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 15, in the RSC 
Spirit Room. The meeting will 
discuss rules and guidelines 
for Homecoming and 
Student Senate nominees in 
2021, according to the event 
description. Students will also 
be involved in the voting polls 


for TJC to make sure elections 


run smoothly: 

“If youre interested in 
running for Homecoming 
or Student Senate, don't be 
afraid,” said Juan Lesser, vice 
president of the Student 
Senate. “Talk to me about 
more information, and I'll 
keep you posted whenever 
there is a campaign meeting.” 
Lesser’s contact information is 
jlesser@email.tjc.edu. 

A virtual game night will be 
held through Zoom from 6 to 


7:30 p.m. Feb. 17, March 3, 


March 31 and April 14. The 
meeting ID for Zoom is 834 
2932 4660 with a passcode in 
all lower case “playnow.” The 
games will have people from 
different colleges participating. 
“They're like fun game nights 
that you can play virtually,” 
Samantha McGrew, freshman 
secretary said. “There’s other 
schools like Panola and A&M, 
University of Galveston — 
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campus, and so it’s a way for 
you to meet other people and 
you can win prizes.” 

There will be a Drive-In 
Movie night at 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 19 in Parking Lot S-8. 
The film showing will be 
“Remember The Titans.” Free 
refreshments will be given as 
you pull in, according to the 
event details. They will also 
have radio station 102.9 to 
listen to the movie through - 
vehicles. 

“Come watch the movie 
with family and friends,” 
Alex Mejia, Student Senate 
member said. “Enjoy drinks 
and popcorn and make it a 
great night.” 

The next Student senate 
meeting will be 4 p.m. Tuesday, — 
Feb. 16, in the board room of — 


By Michael Bald 
Managing Editor 


What happened at the Capitol 

a on Jan. 6, 2021 is one of the 

worst politically motivated 

ie attacks in the past decade. Like 
many others, I watched in horror 
when right-wing extremists raided 
the Capitol and forever tarnished 
America’s legacy. President Joe Biden's 
pitch throughout his campaign was about 
the country needing unity, which I couldn’t agree more. 
_ However, the past couple of weeks I believe Biden and 
the left have gone too far and are once again not holding 
themselves to the same standards as they do the right. I 
believe both parties need to hold themselves and each other 
accountable when they get out of control, but a bulletin 
from the National Terrorism Advisory System goes to show 
possibly anyone on the right could easily be targeted for 
simply having a certain view. 

According to its website: “The Acting Secretary of 
Homeland Security has issued a National Terrorism 
Advisory System Bulletin due to a heightened threat 
environment across the United States, which DHS believes 
will persist in the weeks following the successful Presidential 
Inauguration. Information suggests that some ideologically- 
motivated violent extremists with objections to the exercise 
of governmental authority and the presidential transition, as 
well as other perceived grievances fueled by false narratives, 
could continue to mobilize to incite or commit violence.” 

They go into details specifying which individuals "could 
continue to mobilize to incite or commit violence" such 
as people who have “anger over COVID-19 restrictions,” 
and “the 2020 election results.” They also say if you suspect 
anyone with these ideas along with many others listed on 
the website, they advise you “to report suspicious activity 
and threats of violence, including online activity, to local law 
enforcement, FBI Field Offices, or their local Fusion Center.” 

So, let me get this straight: if 1 were angry over arguably 
questionable restrictions such as the government shutting 
down my business or state the election could have been 
tampered with, I could be labeled as a Domestic Violent 
Extremist? 

Again, I want to say what happened at the Capitol was 
evil and shouldn’t happen anywhere let alone in America. 
Politically motivated violence is bad wherever it happens — 
period. However, if you look at what the left has said and 

_done oyer the past four years, the hypocrisy is astounding. — 


whemhas the left gone too far? At what point is” ase ie 


By Sorayda Rivera 
Student Life Editor 


In March 2019, I was traveling 
to Boston, Massachusetts, for a 
business trip. Accompanying me 
on this trip was my friend/aide, 
and my 411 lb powered wheelchair. 
Traveling isn’t always the easiest when 
you have Spinal Muscular Atrophy and a 
heavy powerchair. Still, I decided a long time 
ago I would let nothing get in my way of living a full and 
“normal” life. 

When we arrived at the Dallas-Fort Worth International 
Airport to check in and get our boarding passes, the airline 

like staff found themselves scrambling and had no idea what to. __ 
do with me or my chair. Apparently, the company that made 
my arrangements didn't disclose to the airlines that I would 
be traveling with my very heavy powerchair. Everyone was 
making phone calls and figuring out what to do, and it was 
a hectic scene. By the way, all of this was happening at 6 
a.m., and boarding started at 7:15 a.m. It feels super weird 
when important places nowadays do not have the proper 
accommodations for people with disabilities; deep down, it 


By Mary Mone 
Online Editor and Copy Editor 


We live in a world where 

a people live in isolation, where 

. love is clicked and bought, and 

ae _ where genuine connection is rare. 
Because of this, I've repeatedly _ 
asked myself the question, “How can 
I find people to make a true connection 

_ with?” Trying to find people who are 
genuine and have similar values as you can be cee | 

_ but the truth i is we're not reall aaah 


people on the street within an hour. Every single person 
you pass by has a different life, with different joys, 


Speak to the people sitting next to you in class, dare to 
care about your coworkers beyond what they can help 
you with, and attempt to understand why people believe 

__ what they believe. Doing these things will not only help _ 

_ you grow as an individual, but it also will help you branch 

out oe the Ek of a you oe surround : 


someone responsible for inciting violence? According to 
the left, when famous singer Madonna says “I’ve thought 

\ an awful lot about blowing up the White House,” at the 
Women’s March in 2017, it’s OK. When Hollywood 
elites call people with differing political views bigots, 
Nazis, sexists or homophobes, it’s OK. What about 
when there are platforms across social media spreading 
lies about conservative speakers like Ben Shapiro, who 
is an Orthodox Jew, as a white supremacist? Nope. 
How about for four years the media called Donald 
‘Trump a white supremacist time and time again even 
though he has denounced them on multiple occasions? 
For example, during the riots in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
he responded with “there were very fine people on both 
sides, and I’m not talking about Neo-Nazis and White 
Nationalists, because they should be condemned totally.” 
Didn't see big-tech censoring media or government 
officials calling them radical ideologues. Does that mean 
there aren't fake articles being shared on Facebook 
feeding into right-winger’s fears? Of course, there are! But 
when people have narratives like Trump supporters being 
Klan members constantly shoved into their brains, it will 
eventually become fact in the public mind. 

Ideological subversion at its finest. 

How about more recent events such as the Black Lives 
Matter “protests” that took place over the summer? To 
the left, when crowds of people chant “Cops and Klan go 
hand-in-hand,” “Pigs in a blanket, fry em like bacon,” or the 
popular “No Justice, No Peace,” it’s OK and it doesn’t have 
any effect. Think about the “No Justice, No Peace,” chant; 
they are esséntially saying if the outcome of a trial doesn’t 
end in what they want, it is therefore justified for them to 
disrupt society in any way they see fit. 

That same philosophical outlook added to a cost 
of $1 billion to $2 billion in damages, according to 
insurancebuisinessmag.com. Roads, minority-owned 
businesses, homes, government property and more were 
destroyed. Yet, the clearly biased mainstream media outlets 
like CNN or MSNBC, praised them for making such a 
change, even though some of the people they claim they are 
trying to help were damaged because of it. 

Don't believe me? Reporter Ali Velshi from MSNBC 
reported he was in “mostly a protest” in Minneapolis as 
people in the background are throwing bottles and burning 
down a building. Joy Reid, a political commentator for the 
network said, “What we're seeing right there is frustration, 
and anger, and rage,” not an insurrection, as she described 
footage of what happened in Minneapolis. Chris Cuomo 
from CNN said, “Most of the major movements in American 
history have started at the grassroots level and at some point, 


Column: Treat me with dignity, respect: 


makes me feel kind of unwelcome. 

After about 20 minutes, they sent a manager out to assist 

_us with my needs and to see we got on the plane safely. She 
walked over to us, completely ignored me, and she began 
asking my friend questions about my needs. I kindly 
spoke up, and I explained to her what my chair batteries 
are, my chair’s weight and all of the essential details. The 

manager continued to ignore my existence and proceeded 
to ask my friend more questions about me that I only knew 

the answer to. 

At that point, I had enough, and in a very kind but stern 
voice, I let her know that I was the one she needed to speak 
to about things that concern me. J also advised her that just 
because I can’t walk doesn’t mean that I can't speak for myself. 
She was astonished at my reaction, and then she gave me a 


_ look of pity,tt.is very frustrating as an adult with a disability _ 


to be treated like a child by non-disabled people. 

‘There is a word to describe this manager’s behavior, and 
that word is ableist. Ableism is a newer term not many people 
talk about, but it holds a lot of importance in the fight against 
discriminating against people with disabilities. Webster’s 
Dictionary says ableism is the discrimination or prejudice 
against individuals with disabilities. I do believe some people 
will unknowingly act ableist toward someone with a disability. 


Column: We're not really strangers, we are > Just people 


pains, pasts and futures. According to Mental Health 
America’s website, “sometimes being surrounded 
by strangers or people you're just not very close to 
can just make you feel more alone. All those people 
remind you of the connections you wish you had.” 
So, how can we as individuals stay afloat in the sea of 
people? The best advice I have is to look around you. 


Illustration by Michael Bald 


have turned into direct conflict with American government.” 

Sounds similar to what the rioters at the capitol 
believed... hmm. 

‘There was also a period of time when radical leftists made 
up of ANTIFA and BLM supporters took control of four 
city blocks in Seattle for almost a month, which resulted 
in “four shootings and several alleged sexual assaults,” 
according to Vox. The raiders also called it the Capitol Hill 
Autonomous Zone. And still, mainstream media and millions 
across social media justified it because they were mad about 
the state of America. Even the article that covered CHAZ by 
Vox called it in the title “the Capitol Organized Protest.” 

According to the FBI, terrorism is "violent, criminal 
acts committed by individuals and/or groups to further 
ideological goals stemming from domestic influences, such as 
those of a political, religious, social, racial, or environmental 
nature." I think the acts in Seattle fit this definition perfectly. 
‘These people took control of a city by force, building walls 
around every street entrance with 24-hour guards in military 
gear and guns protecting the “residents” from police officers. 
As someone who has taken classes in news and reporting, I 
am disgusted at how the media covered this story. __ 

Now with the left in control of the presidency, the House, 
the senate, big-tech, mainstream media, entertainment 
and university academics, I fear the worst for this country. 
We've seen what happens in history when the right or left 
ideologies go too far, from Nazis to the Soviet Union. If the 
right had control the way the left does, I'd be just as scared, 
but now it's the left. 


lam a person too 


I used to let these situations bother me but now what I do is 
try to educate. 

For many years growing up, I experienced people being 
ableist toward me all of the time. I figured this behavior of 
others toward me was just how it was supposed to be. I have 
had people pat me on the head like I was a dog. I’ve been 
called names like Speedy Gonzales, Hot Wheels or Taxi. Or 
my favorite is when someone asks me about my disability, and 
after I tell them, they reply with an “I’m sorry” and a sad face. 
What they are sorry about is still a mystery to me. 

‘Things like this have been happening to disabled 
individuals for years, but no one ever talked about it because 
it didn't really have a name. For me, the benefit of these 
experiences was that I grew a thicker skin and more patience. 
However, this is not what life for disabled people should look 
like. We shouldn't have to go through life being excluded or. 
looked down upon. 

‘The fantastic thing is these days, we live in a more “woke” 
society. People are starting to wake up to the fact that people 
with disabilities are just people too. We want you to treat 
us like you would treat any other person. You don’t need to 
be intimidated or scared of us just because we use mobility 
devices or look different. 


E INSIDE WERE ALL THE SAME 


Story and graphics by Chris Crymes 
and Molly Swisher 
oe na student's budget and still 
searching for a sweet little 
something to give that special 
someone? With a pandemic, presidential 
election and a school year underway, 
Valentine's Day has snuck up on many of 
us this year. 

Well, The DrumBeat has you covered 
with these handy cut-out valentines. 
Whether paired with homemade sweets, 
our entertainment page's playlist of slow 
jams, a kiss or a crisp high five, these 
Valentine's Day cards will get a smile from 
the person in your life who needs it. 

So, cut out these cards, share them 
around campus (sanitized and socially 
distanced, of course), stay safe and share 


the love this Valentine's Day. 
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